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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 are pended for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter in which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a. The following terms lacks antecedent basis: 
i. the method - claims 19, 20; 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, and 5-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lin et al. (hereafter Lin) (U.S. Publication No. 2002007321 1), and in view of Wolff 
(U.S. Patent No. 6886035). 
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6. As per claim 1, Lin teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a 
load balancing system for distributing tasks to processor resources of a processor pool 
(paragraphs 31-32), the system comprising: 

a memory with a region organized into at least one memory block, each memory 
block configured to store session (figs. 3, 5; paragraph 38); 

an interface for coupling the memory to the processor resource, whereby the 
processor resource accesses the at least one memory block to update information 
associated with the session (figs. 1, 3,4, paragraphs 38, 43); and 

an access monitor coupled to the interface, wherein the access monitor 
recognizes, tracks, and collects statistics associated with the session (fig. 3; paragraphs 
46-47, 65). 

Lin did not specifically teach recognizes and tracks memory cycles associated 
with the at least one memory block during a specified period of time; and a central 
resource arranged to receive the statistics from the access monitor, and in response 
thereto, to assign tasks to the processor resource. 

7. However, Wolff teaches recognizes and tracks memory cycles associated with 
the at least one memory block during a specified period of time (figs. 2A-3B; col. 11, 
lines 25-43; col. 12, lines 1-10); and a central resource arranged to receive the statistics 
from the access monitor, and in response thereto, to assign tasks to the processor 
resource (figs. 2B-3A; col. 12, lines 1-57). 
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8. It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have combined the teaching of Lin and Wolff because Wolff 
teaching of recognizes and tracks memory cycles associated with the at least one 
memory block during a specified period of time; and a central resource arranged to 
receive the statistics from the access monitor, and in response thereto, to assign tasks 
to the processor resource would improve the integrity of Lin's system by removing the 
bottlenecks and disadvantages associated with current distributed networks (Wolff, col. 
2, lines 25-26). 

9. As per claim 2, Lin teaches the logic for recognizing a new session and 
designating a memory block for that session (fig. 5, paragraphs 44, 47). 

10. As per claim 3, Lin teaches: 

memory address logic that recognizes address fields defining the memory blocks 

(fig-5); 

a session table with activity information entries associated with each session 
(page 5, paragraph 44). 

Woff teaches a memory logic that recognizes memory cycles being executed on 
the memory blocks (fig. 14; col. 64, lines 8-47). 
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11. As per claim 5, Lin teaches that when the specified period of time elapses, the 
session table is clear (fig. 9, paragraphs 66-67). 

12. As per claims 6-20, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3, and 5 
above. 

13. Claims 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lin et al. 
(hereafter Lin) (U.S. Publication No. 20020073211), in view of Wolff (U.S. Patent No. 
6886035), as applied in claim 1 above, and further in view of Bass et al. (hereafter 
Bass) (U.S. Patent No. 6449576). 

14. As per claim 4, Lin and Wolff teach the invention substantially as claimed in claim 
1 . Lin and Wolff did not specifically teach the access monitor is embodied as an 
application specific integrated circuit. 

15. However, Bass teaches the access monitor is embodied as an application 
specific integrated circuit (col. 8, lines 50-52). 

16. It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have combined the teaching of Lin, Wolff and Bass because 
Bass teaching of the access monitor is embodied as an application specific integrated 
circuit would improve the integrity of Lin and Wolffs system by providing a systematic 
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and comprehensive IC assessment device which also includes network traffic 
monitoring capabilities (Bass, col. 1, lines 50-52). 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wolff (U.S. Patent No. 6067545) teaches resource rebalancing in networked 
computer systems. 

Wolff (U.S. Patent No. 6101508) teaches clustered file management for network 
resources. 

Wolff (U.S. Patent No. 6185601) teaches dynamic load balancing and server 
computers. 

Harrison et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5701482) teaches modular array processor 
architecture having a plurality of interconnected load-balanced parallel processing 
nodes. 

Ferguson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6789777) teaches filtering and route lookup in 
a switching device. 

Peterson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6549934) teaches a method for remote access 
to computer devices via client managed server buffers exclusively allocated to the 
client. 

Abramson at al. (U.S. Patent No. 5269013) teaches memory management 
method for coupled memory multiprocessor systems. 
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1 8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer N. To whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3774. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 7AM- 4:30 PM, F 7AM- 3:30 PM. 

1 9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

20. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer N To 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2195 



